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Introduction:

The Tomaquag rock shelters are east-facing indentures in a granite
ledge in a north-south valley in southwestern Rhode Island. Test
excavation revealed two aboriginal occupations of. the site: one at
approximately 800 B.C. and. the other about 800 A.D. The excellent
preservation of the site promises to furnish important archeological
information about extinct Native American lifestyles.

Relation of the site to the environment:

The Tomaquag rock shelters are located in a fifty foot high out-
cropping of Potter Granite Gneiss in. the Tomaquag Valley in Hopkinton,
The steep slope of.the ledge contrasts sharply with the gentle slope
of the valley. The rockshelters themselves are shallow, natural

pockets in the base of the gneiss ranging from 2 to 8 feet in depth
and from 3 to 10 feet in ceiling height. There are a total of 28
shelters in a linear half mile area; of the 28, 5 were probably
suitable for human habitation. : :

The rock shelters run in a north-south line and face east over
the Tomaquag Valley, a long and glacially-formed broad floodplain
draining the Tomaquage Brook. There are numerous springs in the
area providing a natural attraction for human habitation. The valley
is covered by a secondary oak and birch forest with various shrubs.

Boundaries:

The area of occupation is apparently limited to the sheltered
portions under the ledge. There is no surface evidence of pre-
historic or later occupation in the marshy floodplain adjacent to
the rock shelters. . :

The soils in the rock shelter area are Gloucester stony fine
sandy loam. The surface soil is gray-brown and ranges .in depth
in the test excavation trench from 30 to 35 centimeters. The
subsoils range in color from deep brown to gray. The surface soil
contains the only evidence of occupation. ' :

Previous Research:

. The site was brought to the attention of archeologists by the
owner at that time, Mr. Nathan Kaye, in 1958. No history of the
site before that time is known. Mr. Kaye arranged for test excavation
of the site by Dr. William Simmons under the direction of Dr. J. Louis

' See Continuation Sheet 1

" . " " -
bt e T L T e T b e b ARt gt P Ty
W A Y e, W -:3_“.‘:..,',??:.4 T S LA

e T L e e i vt . ;‘,L._‘._... A
R e i T O R T S P AN T e
R AN N e e B R R e

Skt - . 3




Form No. 10-3018
(Rev. 1074 % .

TUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
: ‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
" INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

|DATE ENTERED % -

CONTINUATION SHEET 1 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

Giddings, then of the Haffenreffer Museum of the American Indian, and
Mrs. Eva Butler, then of the Connecticut State Teachers College at
Willimantic. The excavation consisted of one 2 meter by 3 meter trench
excavated to a depth of 50 centimeters. Except for this controlled
disturbance there has been no modification of the site .or environs.

Occupation Evidence: _ - _ F

Two occupation levels were determined from the Simmons .excavation. :
The upper stratum was approximately 5 to. 8 centimeters below the i
surface. The second occupation level was 30 to 35 centimeters below :
the surface. Both contained similar cultural evidence of chipped
stone detritus, bone, and ash and rock areas used as fireplaces.

Material recovered from the top layer included projectile points
and knives manufactured from quartz, quartzite, shale, chert, and
.jasper. The chert and jasper points were probably trade goods; this
material does not occur locally and no chips or flakes of jasper were
recovered at the site, indicating that the projectile points were

made elsewhere. Chips and flakes of quartz and shale were, however, o=
present in profusion, which means that the occupants spent considerable e T
time manufacturing chipped stone implements., Artifact distribution TN,
did not extend beyond the moisture rim of the rock shelters, probably S e

indicating that the rock shelters were inhabited primarily during
foul weather. ' '

A crude fireplace was also discovered in the upper occupation
stratum. It contained unanalyzed charred bone, revealing that the:
occupants sustained part of their diet from hunting. Wood used in
the fires was oak and birch, which points to a prehistoric environ-
ment similar to the present one.

A variety of stemmed projectile points indicates -that the upper
component dates to the Middle Woodland period, which in the Northeast
ranges in age from 200 B.C. to 1000 A.D, The upper layer probably
dates to the middle of that range. Ceramic remains, frequently used
for diagnosis of the Middle Woodland phase, are lacking from the
Tomaquag assemblage. Two alternative explanations of this lack are
possible: one is that the artifact sample taken was too small; the
other is that the occupants were wandering Middle Woodland hunters
who ‘could not afford the luxury of transporting excess material.

See Continuation Sheet 2
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The lower component ranges in depth from 30-35 centimeters and
is marked by a predominance of Squibnocket-stemmed -and small triangular
projectile points, . All of the points are made from quartz and shale
available .in various parts of the Rhode Island area. A small fire-
place consisting of a circle of unworked Tock and also containing
charred bone was found toward the mouth of the rock shelter. The
lower component typologically dates to the Late Archaic period, which
in the Northeast ranges from 2,000 B.C. to 500 B.C. The Tomaquag
occupation probably falls in the latter part of this time frame.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most significant quality of the Tomaquag rock shelters'is
the potential data that the site can yield. This is one of the few
documented rock shelter sites in Rhode Island known to contain Native
American remains that has not been totally excavated. The limited
data already obtained and the excellent preservation of the site hold
promise of providing new knowledge on a variety of features of the
lifestyle of prehistoric Native American populations. The data
obtained previously and inferences from other similar excavations
point to occupation of the Tomaquag site by two groups with dis-

tinctive lifestyles, the Middle Woodland and the Late Archaic populatiéns. i

The Middle Woodlénd population had a basically settled lifestyle,

and inhabited sites on the coastal plain and in valleys of the interior.

Their settled 1life was based primarily on the cultivation of maize and
beans but included seasonal forays for hunting and gathering as well,
The data from the Tomaquag rock shelters has 'already revealed that
such seasonal forways for food occured there. Flotation recovery ]
and analysis of floral and faunal remains could fill in the specifics
of the favored diet of the hunters. The types of plants and animals
that could be identified could provide data on what season of the
year Middle Woodland hunters ventured from their settled camps and
what type of environment they hunted in, and may even help to answer
the questions of why they continued to hunt when a firm cultivation
base had-already been. established. C :

, The chert and jasper projectile points indicate that trade was
an established part of their life. Comparison of the Tomaquag
material with assémblages from settled sites could indicate the
projectile point preferences of the hunters in terms of form,
material, and the type of weapons employed. If ceremonial artifacts"
were recovered they could yiéld data on the hunters! cosmology.

‘ A similar set of questions could be answered for the Late Archaic
occupation of the site. The purpose of the answers would be different
because the Late Archaic hunters were totally nomadic in their seasonal
existence. The data from Tomaquag could reveal the seasonal preference

for Tomaquag and the floral and faunal analysis could, perﬁﬁgﬁ,
indicate why. ' : : |

o ~ See Continuation Sheet 3
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Summarz:

The Tomaquag rock.shelters have already yielded and promise to
yield important data about similar phases of prehistoric Native
American lifestyles. The Middle Woodland and Late Archaic occupants
both used the granite ledge as shelter while hunting and foraging for
food. Future excavation has the potential to yield data on thelr
diet, lifestyle, and possibly belief system.

Tomaquag is the best preserved, documented rock shelter in Rhode
Island. As such it should be protected for the future when new
excavation techniques can increase the amount of data gathered.
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Tomaquag Rock Shelters
Hoﬁkinton, Rhode Island
Photographer: John A. Senulis
Date: May, 1976

Negative: Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission

General view to the west. i

photo # 1






Tomaquag Rock Shelters
Hopkinton, Rhode Island

Photographer: John A. Senulis

Date: May, 1976

Negative: Rhode Island Histori
Preservation Commiss

View to the West showing excava
Rock Shelters. Note exposed sc
profile in center of north edge
of rock shelter.

Photo # 2
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Tomaquag Rock Shelters
Hopkinton, Rhode Island
Photographer: John A. Senulis
Date: M;y, 1976

Negative: Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission

View to the north of unexcavated
rock shelter.

photo #3
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