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IL Nameof Property

historic iiamt World War I Memorial

oti icr iuuiieh Ite unnihier:

2. Location

street& number: Taunt-nfl Avenue at Weldon -

not for jfllbliclLtiOn ._.NJA

city/town. East Providence vicinity: N/A

state: fl coitiit Providence tto*1e 007 zip code: 02915

3. Classification

Owneuth ii of Pmperft pub 1 1 c - inc a1

Categoryof Property: obj ect

Numberof flesoureeswithin Property:

Contrihit ti iig Noucontn htitiHg

_________ _________

buildings

__________ __________

sites

______________ ______________

StllICttll!S

1

___________

objects

1 0 rIot.il

Numberof contributingresourcespieviously listed iii tilt! Na.tiwiu,l Register: __Q

Nameof relatedmultiple propertyhistiug: Outdoor Sculpture of RI, 1551-present
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I ‘ropertv Ilillle Worlil War T Memorial - Provirlence Ct-v Past- Providence PT

4. State/FederalAgency Certification

As tile designatedailtilority under the National Historic PreservationAct of 1986, as ;uuended,I hereby certify that this

inuiti nation requestfor detetini iatiou of el igihi Ii tv meets the documentation standardsfor registering propertiesin the National

I egisterof Historic Platesand meetsthe procedllrzlh alilt prolessional requirements set forth in 36 CEll Part 60. In my 01111 iOH, the

pixpertv __ meets does not meet tile National Register Criteria.

Signatureof ceiti Mug official Date / C I

S t; I te or Fedeta I agency andbit reiin

lii I ifl Ojilil O II, theprope fly meets tiot’s not nieetthe NationalRegister c-ri teria.

StateOr Fedeini agencyandhun’i tii

5. NationalPark ServiceCertification

I herebyc-ert.ilv that tins plOhft’ItV is

cm te red in till’ Nat ion ti I legi ster

Seecotiti unation sheet.

______________

deteriiiined eligible for the
National Register

See t’oiItiiiuttiOn sheet.

detemiii ued II I It ehgiii Ic for the
NatioitaI Register

______________

rt’itiincsi liutti the Na; iotial Register

_______________

other e_xphtin:

________________________________

6. Function or Use

Sigitatun’of Keeper late
of A*-t jolt

Ilistoric: PPCPPATTflN AND CT TI TT TP P Stili: work of art-

Seecontinuahon sheet.

Signatureof commentingor otherofficial Date

Set’ coil ti iii In t.i Oil sheet.

ui-rut: PPCPPATTON AND CULTURE Sub: work of art-
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7. Description

A rchutectnrallChassilication:

Other Description:

foundation.

______________________________________

roof

wails

_________________

other METAL bronze

Descnbepresentaml Instonephiysieah appeana!ice.

X Seecontinuationsheet.

& Statementof Significance

Certifying offiei ah hasconsideredthe signi fica nec of tb is propertyin rehation to other properties stat- ewide

ApplicableNational Register Criteria:

CnteriaConsiderationsExceptions: F - -

Areasof Significiutce: aEt

Periods of Significance: 1927

Significant Dates 1927

Significant Persons:

Cultural Affiliation:

An:hiitectlflnilder: _A_ Montana. Pietro sculptor

Statesignificanceo property, hull j itsti f’ entenia,criteria considerations,and areasandperiodsof significance
n oteil above. -

X Seetoilti utationsheet.
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9. Major BibliographicalReferences

___ Seecontinuation sheet.

Previousdocumentationon file NPS:

preli nnnary deterunnation of individual h isting 36 CFht 67 hasbeen requested.

prenioiLsiy listed in theNational Register
previously deternuinedeligible by theNational Register
designateda National II istoric Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

recordedby lTistt Inc A Inc ricau u Eng i neeni I ig Retonil /i

I ‘riinary Locationof Ath Ii ti o ii al Data:

State historic preservation office

Other stateagency

F’ederaiagency
Local government

University
Other -- Specify Ilepository:

10 GeographicalData -

Acreage of Property: Less than one

UTM ReferencesZone Easting Northuing Zone Easting Nortlntig

A i9 303080 4632250 B
C

___ ____ _____

hi

Seecouttifluatioll sheet.

Verbal Hontidal Description: Seecolutinnhu.tion sheet

l3oulldlu’v Justification: X Seecontinuationsheet.

1L Form PreparedBy

Name/l1itle: Ronald J. Onorato

Organization: RI Historicai Preservation & Heritage Comm. Date: June 2000

Street&Numhet i0 enefit Street Telephone: 401-222-2678

City orThwn: Providence . State: RI ZIIP Q2102
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Propertyname World War I Memorial. Providence Cty. . East- Providence. RI

Section nilunber 7 Page 5

Description

This is a larger-than-life-size bronze soldier, set on a
high granite base The soldier stands with iegs apart, his
left hand at his belt, the right at his side The face is
impassive and expressionless He wears a disheveied infantry
uniform, rough shoes, the shirt coiiar open and askew, the
sleeves roiled back, the knee torn open, his helmet on the
ground behind his left foot. The sculpture is 7’9" tall,
2’7" wide, and 32" deep. A hoister hangs from the belt on
the soidier’s right hip. The sculpture is signed: ‘‘Pietro
Montana/SC/l927."

The base of the monument is grey granite and is 6’4"
high, 3’2’’ wide, and 3’6’’ deep, with smali foliate designs
carved at the corners. Rectangular bronze reliefs, 2’x2’8’’,
with arched tops are set on the front and each side of the
base. Each is signed in the same fashion as the scuipture.
The fxont reiief reads: "ERECTED TO THE MEMORY/OF THE
CITIZENS OF EAST/PROVIDENCE WHO SERVED/IN THE WORLD
WAR/1917*1918/DEDICATED JULY 30, 1927/IN MEMORIAN.’’ Listed
in two coiumns below the inscription are twenty-three names

The ieft relief depicts a marching infantry cbiumn, one
man on horseback, four on foot. The right relief depicts an
artiiiery scene--four or five men load a cannon The relief
on the rear side of the base shows a nurse assisting two
wounded soldiers, with an indistinct battle scene in the
background.

The sculpture is in moderateiy good condition The
surface is stained and pitted, but there do not appear to be
any missing parts or any breaks in the surface. It is located
in front of a school, now converted to housing, near the
city’s civic center.
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J.’ropeityuuame World War I Memorial. Providence Cty. . East Providence. RI

Section nunllber 8 Page 6

Significance -

East Providence’s World War I Memorial 1927 is
historicaiiy significant as the city’s principal effort to
honor those who served in the first World War and because it
is an unusually successfui depictionof the soldier in battle.
Unlike other war monuments which show military figures in
stock poses, this expressive -figurestands as if he has just
arisen from the heat of battle, with legs apart and athletic
physique revealed by his torn uniform. Through posture and
bulk the sculptor has given the figure monumentality, somewhat
like Michelangelo’s fla3Lid, a reference which is underscored by
the infantryman’s oversized hands one of which is dynamically
half-clenched in tension , powerful musculature, and massive
head.

Pietro Montana 1890-1978 was a painter as well as a
sculptor. He was born in Alcamo, Italy, and studied at the
Art School of Cooper Union; he was working in New York when he
modeled this soldier. Montana was an *active sculptor into the
l950s. His works include a number of war memorials, though no
others in Rhode Island. His clients included many Catholic
institutions in and near New York City.

Though primarily commemorative in intent, the World War I
Memorial achieves historical significance as East Providence’s
expression of honor for its citizens who served in the war,
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Prnjs’rtynaine World War I Memorial. Providence Ct-y., East- Providence. RI

Section nuunber 9 Page 7

Major Bibliographical References

Falk, Peter Hastings ed. . Who SQ Who in American Art.
Sound View Press, Madison, CT. 1980, p. 427.

‘‘Outdoor Sculpture of Rhode Island, ‘‘ technical report, Rhode
Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission,
1998.
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Propertyname World War I Memorial, Providence Cty., East Providence, RI

Sectioniuuuuiber 10 Page 8

Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is the land on
which the sculpture and its base sit.

Boundary Just- ification

The World War I Memorial is set in its original location
on a small plaza near the center of East Providence. The
historic significance of the work, however, is not dependent
on its immediate setting though its location near the city’s
civic center is not unimportant but is encompassedwithin the
object itself.
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