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4 OWNER OF PROPERTY.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

" Form 10-300 UMTEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTHEINTEﬂOR BTATL:
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Kent

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable scclions)

LI NAME

C OMMON

Varmm (Gencrnl James Mitchell) House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION "

STREET AND NUMBER:

57 Feirce Street

CITY OR TOWN:

East Greenwich

STATE

Rhode Island, 02818

CODE

Ll

COUNTY:

Kent

CODE

[3:" CLASSIFICATION::

‘ ACCESSIBLE
fciszgfe\; OWNERSHIP o STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
[0 Distriet [q Building () Public Public Acquisition: X Occuple.d Yes:
] Sitre {3 Structure K1 Private [ tn Process [0 Unoccupied @ Restricted
: " [1 Object - [0 Both [ Being Considerad ] Preservotion work [0 Unrestricted
’ in progress 8 No
PRESENT USE {Check One or Mote an Appropriate)
[[] Agricultural [[] Government * {0 Pork [ Transportation (] Comments
] Commercial [ Industeial - [ Private Residence {C] Other (Spectty)
[ Educational O Military [0 Religious
[J Entertginment &l Museum 3 Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

The Varnum Contine ntals

STREET AND NUMBER;

Varnum Memorial Armorv, 6 Main Streot

CITY OR TOWN:
liast Greenwich

STATE:

Rhode Island, 02318

{55 LOCATION:OF; LEGAL:DESCRIPTION

i31lvLls

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Town Clerk

STREET AND NUMBER:

111 Peirce Street

FALNNOCD

STATE

Rhode Island,02818

CITY OR TOWN: -

fast Greemyich-

CODE

Lb

il

e

|6:. REPRESENTATION IN:EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE ©OF SURVEY:

Statewide Survey of Historic Buildings

DATE OF SURVEY: LI (L ] Federal

X State [ County
DEPGOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

(O Lecal

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission

HIAGWNN AHLNI

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street

¥

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE:

CODE

hiy

Rhode Island, 02903
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[7:: DESCRIPTION

{Check Ones)

CONDITION 1 Excellent { Good 3 Fair [j Dotariorated [C] Ruins (7] Unexposed
. {Check Onc) . - (Check One)
[‘:{ Altered {7 Unaltared 7] Moved X} Originol Site

DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

Built in 1773 bty Revolutionary War General James Mitchell Varmm,
the Varmum House 1s an elepant and commodious two-story, five-hay-wide,
clapboarded house with two interior brick chimneys running through a
gable=-on-hip roof. Resting on a foundation of coursed granite ashlar,
the house is set on a steep slope akove the main street of Last Green-
wich and faces east towards East Greenwlch Cove and Narragansett Pay

heyond,

The central entrance, with its panelled door and one-story portico,
forms the principal decorative feature of the exterior. The portico is
simply a pedimented door design pushed forward and supported by fluted
Tonic pilasters and free-standing, unfluted Ionic columns on bases.

All windows are twelve-over-twelve-paned, double-hung sash, with heavy
molded sills and (on the first floor) projecting cappine cornices--
except for the stalrway-landing window at the rear whose top is segmen-
tally-arched and which has twenty-light sashes. The elaborate, modil-
lioned main cornice is. not broken-out ahéve the plainly-enframed wéndows

of the second story.

Like its exterior, the interior of the Varnum House is very simi~
lar in design and plan to the Eldrédpe house at Peirce and Division
Streets, the other large mansion of the 1770's in East Greemwich. The
two interior chimneys each provide firevlaces for two rooms on either.
side of the central hall on both floors. At the back of the central
hall, with its panelled wainscot and old French wallpaper, the stairway
rises in three runs, The turned newels and the halusters, set three to
a stair, support a ramped rail which has a curved termination on the

- first floor. Panelled wainscoting, dentil. cornices {hroken-out ahove
openings in the walls), panelled shutters, and mantelpieces surmounted

: bv simple shelves and panelling to the ceiling decorate the first-floor
rooms. The vparticularly bheautiful dining-room fireplace, with its °
kroken~pediment overmantel, was copied by Stanford wWhite for a building
at the Jamestown Exposition of 1907. The kitchen, with . its six-foot-
wide fireplace and plain, unpainted panslling, is expectedly less re-
fined than the -other rooms of the main floor, Rooms on the second floor,
with simple chair-rails and fireplaces without overmantel freatment, are
also less elaborate. Much of the original hardware throughout the house
and some of its original wide-board floors have heen preserved.

Alterations have not been extensive. Two lateral bay windows have
kreen extended from the rear rooms of the first story, and a two-story
ell of sympathetic style was added, before 1900, to the .rear. This ell
is currently used as a museum of Varmnum and local memorabilia., 4
spacious walled garden is still maintained. T
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INSTRUCTIONS

"S'E E

FE SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{1 Pre-Columbion| (0] "16th Century X 18th Century 7] 20th Century
[ 15th Century ) 17th Century 1 19th Century

SFECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1,13

ot et e, e et

AREAS OF S5IGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa A.pproprfuu)

{C} Urbon Planning

! Abor iginal ' [ €ducation E] Poliricol-
[C] Prehistoric [ Engineering -« ' [C) Religion/Phi.’ . (K Other (spocity)
[C] Historic ' O Industry : ' losophy - ‘ . iaw
[:] Agricultyre [ Invention [T} Science
K} Architecture [ tLandscape [} Sculpture
[ Architecture ; (O] Social/Human-
" 2] Commoerce [0 Ltterature . itarian .
7] Communications EZ Military . [T1 Theoter
[ Conseorvation D Music {_] Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Varnum House 1s an exccptionally handsome and well-maintained

. example of a type of elepant, large-scale dwelling built in Rhode Island

just prior to the Revolution. Like the nearby and contemporary Eldredge
house, it is of refined but not elaborate design.

The house is noted, of course, for its qonnection with General
James Mitchell Varmum. As a prospering young lawyer, Varnum built his

* house in 1773. -He was appointed first commander of the Kentish Guards

in East Greenwich in 177h, and in 1775 be led that company, including
Nathanael Greene, to war. He served with distinction at the silege of
Boston and in the tattles of Rhode Island, White Plains, Long Island,
Red Bank, and Valley Forge. During the Recvolution, Generals Washington,
Lafayeftc, and Sullivan were entertained at Varmum's house. Lafayette
is believed to have stayed in the south-east chamber of the house on
his visits to East Greenwich.

Following the war, Varnum-returned to his law practice and was

.elected to Congress in 1780 and again in 1786.° He made his place in

legal history in the cass of Trevett vs. Weeden {1786), the first well-
authenticated American case in which an act of a legislative body, in.
this instance the Rhode Island General Assembly, was declared unconsti-
tutional. ' S

When the Northwest Territory was established in 1787, Varmm was
appointed its District Judpge. Leaving his wife behind, he arrived at
Marietta (nov in Ohio), the established seat of povernment for the
region, in 1788, only to die there the following year.

Subsequent owners of the house have included Ethan Clarke, Revo-
lutionary War officer and first president of the Rhode Island Central
Bank, Chief Justice George A. Brayton of the Rhode Island Supreme Court,
and Dr. William Shaw Bowen, noted physician and journallst. The house
was purchased in 1939 by the Varmm Continentals for use as a mMiseum
and has been sympathetically restored.
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?.'MAJORIMBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - . -

Downing, Antoinette F.: Early Homes of Rhode Island., ‘Richmond,

Virrinia, 1937. . 7
Greenc, D. H.: History of the Toun of Enst Greemsich and Adjacent Tar-

ritoryv., Providence, lihode Island, 1877. '
MePartiand, Martha R.: The ilistory of liast Greenwich, Rhode Island.
liast Greenwich, Rhode Island, 1960,
(The Varnum Continentals:) Varmm House. Hast Greenwich, Rhode Island,

(1952). e e

10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATAY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUGE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrOFERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LAT|TUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Saconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds: | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ] ’ L o ’ " hl o 39 . Ll9 - 71 o 26 ' 03 -
NE ' o ’ - o 3 - L. :." * N
S5E .} ] » ':'!"b'z ' " -1 - L RN I 1
W -] ' . o + - i ' .

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PReRERTY: L&SS than one acre

ILI5T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: . . CODE couru;v } \ CODE
5TATE: * ’ CODE (".'lOUNTY: - L . , . CODE
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY: A' caog
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoDE

SFORM.PREPARED B!

NAME AND TITLE:

Clifford M. Renshaw, III, Consultant

GRGANIZATION DATE

Rhode Island Historical Frescrvation Commission O Y Ray 23, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

SNOILONYLSNI

State House, 90 Smith Street T T
CITY QR TOWN: . .. L STATE . CODE
Providence o Rhode Island, 02903 - DTIL

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFJCATION,

TATE LIAISON OFFICER CE

112

1

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | herfeby nomina’te this property for inclusion
in the National Reglsler and certlfy that 1t has been
evaluated according lo the criteria and procedures sat
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

1 hereb}r certify that lhxs property is mcluded in the

National Regis ter

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National {7 State ’[:] Local [ T | B A R U SV e e
g ' . Date
Name .
CATTEST:
Title

Keaper of The National Register

Date Date

6P 0 901.087
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 3TATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE hode Taland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ;”(“;;
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY :

v (Typo alf entries - attach to ot enclose with photograph) SNTRY Mumnen S
T [DONAMELL LR e B
o COMMON; Varnum (General James
— AND/OR HISTORIC) )
- |2iLOCATION
U 7.'|'I‘REET AND NUMBER!
= . 57 Peirre Streoot

CITY OR TOWN: ‘
o "ast Greenwich
- STATE: cobE [COUNTY: ' . toBE
w Rhade Island 02818 14 Kent 003
- HOTO REFERENCE
— rroto creoit: C1lifford M. Renshaw ITIT

bare oF eHoTo: April, 1971 s ‘ -
w pecative mLeo at:  Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

W s Room 124, State House, Providence, Rhode Tsland

. |RIDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior, view looking north-west.
i
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

_ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhonde Tsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°;’;:t
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM : FOR NP$ USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SLonITumecen DATE
z e
o COMMON: Varnum {(General James Mitchell) House
— AND/OR HISTORIC: .
- :
U WSTREET AND NUMBER:
- .57 Peirce Street
) CITY OR TOWN:
o Last Greenwich
[ o] STATE: | _cope_|counTy: CoDE
v Rhode Island 02818 Kent 005
= p :PHOTO.REEERENCE
_ puoto creoit: Q1 ifford M. Renshaw 111
oate-oF pHoTo: ADTril, 1971
w pecaTive Fiteo aT: Rhode Island Hlstorlcal Preservation Commi ssion,
w - Room: 124, State House, Providence, Rhode Island
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, BETC. ]
Dining room fireplace.




. e !
R A A

350, Spencer
T

\ '
R . Vo EIwarwick (oo _
rmer e '

; .

i

o i

d . -

w N [4F V.

o WL N T Lo
SN ST o'

i."-7 s S o

N E

-

1

_;,_~
/
Nt e
-

7/

t

%
LN
v -
AN
s

'_'. , Mo ITURIAN e N N T
3 Ls GSOGRAFHY CAL COORIT VAI'ES :
- hﬁn'l Latitude: b1° 391 Jor N ..
1+ longitude: 71° 26' 03" W ..\

B A

!
LN :
S fe e

LOPTNE NS G N
RGN
"

A

. PR
LMW OMOL

(

}
B s
S

. Potow.mut v

. }r:
3.
n

(-

'/\

RN irasvel ! A"
Wt : Pit ” AN
Y i w N /‘.‘\
: ) . /-
; =20
T Ly e e e YPRENEHTO ]
[ LA w ot O (—

.Frenchtow BY
K ‘."h(_\n§\v_' B

76 Lt : R

71 %40 e 51600 FEET

Quidnessatt L YR
Sem. . . e LT

A

~

’40‘:\\ Mape:, eddes. and sutiished by the Gaologica Survey R




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

'Form 10.301 . UNITED S$TATES DEPARTMENT OF T‘HE INTERIOR
{Dec. 1968) MATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

NATIONAL RECIST,ER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUMNTY
Kent
FOR NPS LUSE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

i NAME.

common: Varmim (Gensral James Mitchell) House

AND/OR HISTORIC

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER!

57 Peirce Stroet

CITY DR TOWN:
' East Greenwich

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Island - Ll

Kent

[3. MAP.REFERENCE

*URCE U, S. Geological Survey

SCALE: 1: 211,000

CATE: 195?

[4: REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPRS
1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow,

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




