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SCRIUE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- :--.:.. -
- at has for-some years been called the SpragueMansion consists

in fact of two intentionally conjoined residential structures built as
::‘:‘ apart as c., -1790 and 18614. Both aro timber-framed and claphoarded,

of two-and-one-half storeys above granite-faced basements,though they
‘", - conspicuously-donot have the same roofline. This two-part building on

- * - a large corner site-has itsionger alignment on an-east-westaxis; the
- - principal entrances:face south. - -

The c 1790 portion of the house is a long gabled rectangle of
eight hays on its main front, ‘five at its east end. Placing of its old
two chimneys and of its entrance, the spacing of windows, the cor-
nices of gable, eaves and dormers indicate that it was in its beginnings

- - - only a conventionaLfive-bay dwelling and that it was latex early CC
Century extended to -the- east. In so extending it, the early-style
danping rnoulding, of window openings were copied above the new ones, rn
but the sashesof,aflere changed to six-over-six. Such copying was

rnnot the casewith eaves, now dormers and enlarged rable, where large
- XDC-Centun,r mouldihgs. app&ar.’ The’ main entrance to this old part of -

- the Mansion is in-its original location but does not retain it5 original
- style.: The’-dooiway has a -seental’ transom and sidelights appearing to
- date from the time of. enlargement; there is a square porch supported
br two TusbAn columnè oil $destals--dating more likely fi’om the Colonial
Revival, The entire-north side of the -house was extended at some time
by the depth of, one’ ‘room,- producing thewider gablei*ith the tall dqhnen c
which are now seeh. - - , - - - - - -

-

Internally, ‘the c. 1790-househas a short ceptral enrance- and
-I

stair-haliArhe walls become’iVarrowedto the no±th becausethey encase
chimneys serving thethree prihcipal downstairs and tairs rooms of 0

the original plan, -these being’to left, right and rear of the }iall, with
smaller rooms fil]i!qj’ the rear angles. Such an arrangerent is visible
in-floor’ plan&,büt ts now encasedby the. range Of’ north and north-east
extenions. Almo nothing-now survives of interior wo,odwork or trim-

- -of original date, Thit granite ‘load-bearThg conitruction ‘in the basement
remains of interest--particularly in the wine-cellar.

- The, above house ‘received a large western addition in 18614. This
addition is three bàys.wide on its south front and runs back to con-
"siddi’abledepth’Ittwo-iñdã-halfstoreys are much higherthan those

-i-of .thé-older- structure.’ Theroof form is that of ahigh, truncated or
-- deckedgable, and--there-is an octagonai’cupola. The ma-in entrance is

at the south_eastcorner, coveredby a porch having both paired and
single Tuscan columns.

See Continuation Sheet
‘I-
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STATEMENT OF StONI Ft C ANCE: Include Pereonagea. Dates, Etnis, Etc.

- - I3eginninig in 1790, the SpragueMansion was for more than three-
- ‘ ‘- quarters of a century the centre of the Sprague clan and in the

t#1 literal geographical sense the centre of the large commercial and
- industrial operations which they built up, economically and pater- F

- - nalisticafly dominating the --surrounding town. From their Cranston
.0 -

-- residencethe Spraguesbranched,out with conspicuous successinto a
- variety of fields, politics, finance, the military, social life.

- ‘Preeminent in Rhàde Island, they and their activities, businesses
o we?e also of note nationafly, and the exfansion and elaboration of
-

- -the Mansion isindicative. of 4eir importance &ndsocial iñteñtions.

- - - - One William Spraguewas Governor of Rhode Island and later
United States,Senator; another William was Governor from 1860 to 1863,

ten when he becameSenator for the next twelve yeais The latter William-
- hada short:-but notably gallant’ Civil War military career and a short

- ,but--notab1emarital,on -having married the beautiful, accomplished
- ‘

- and extravagant -Kate’ Ch’se of Washingeon.’ -
- 1:’

LU

w The house was therefore for three generations, until the nearly
.simultanoousHdisintegrationof both thJ Sprague fortune and ,the Sprague
‘--iñárri4é’ih the 1870’s, abackground for much of Rhod& Islanä’s most
important financial, -political and social activity. Even after all of

- ‘ ,thTh vanished in one 6f the state’s greatest financial débc1es, the
- Mansion has‘remained a prominent physical fandmark in Cranston and :the,

-‘ -ç object of local, igend and interest. Set at the head of its grounds-,‘--the house- still resjdes serenely and contrastingly over what havebecome- rather.unbeautiful’ industrial and bungalow surroundings.,

-- - - ‘- ‘- - - -
- See Continuation Sheet
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7. Description.

H The, 186 house has long stair-halls -at its east side, where communi
cation with the older house is at ground-floor and landing levels. The
main first-floor rooms are a pair of connecting drawing-rooms taking up
the entire west side, with a dining-room in a one-storey roar extension.
The second floor’has two large bedrooms and three smaller rooms, and the
third floor has a’ similar arrangement. Trim throughout the addition is
except for the stair-rail of dark wood of painted wood or plaster in
simple but heavy Victorian forms. There are marble mthitels on the first
and second floors. - ‘ - - -

Around i86b a’, long, two-storey stable building of brick still ex
isting was built along the west side of the rear portion of the property,
and the remainingrear land was improved-by the planting of orchards,
shade trees and gardens now nearly all turfed over. After the departure
of the Spragues,.house and grounds were acquired by the CranstonPrint
WOrks for use as a manager’s residence and guest-house. During this owner
ship the property had careful maintenance, which is being continued by the
Cranston,.HistoricaLSociety, which in turn acquired the Mansion in the
1960’s. - - - - - - -‘ ‘ - -- -

8. Significance. . - -

-
- In buying and maintaining the Sprague Mansion, the CranstonHistori

cal Society has keptalive a part of Cranston history, a part of the long
and varied Sprague family story and a tangible example of domestic archi
tectural development And this is not-done under glass or behind ropes.
The house has been suitahly’,’reftrnished by the Historical,Society; it is
:listed as a state tourist attractiOn; and it is available to the community
for exhibitions and seminars, chamber concerts, receptions-and dinners,
school-tours etcf -Additionally, the stahles’displa a fine loan co].lec-

- tion of early ca’iages :çhe- Carrington’ carmiages owned by the Rhode
Island HistoricaL Society.

- ,. --
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Brayton, -Gladys: The Spi’agues and the Sprague MansiOn Cranston, Rhode
-- Island, c. 1965-1970, 7 pp.
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