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INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{Type all entries — complete app!icablé sections)

NAME =

COMMON:

Indian Burial Ground

AMD/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION. .

STREET AND NUMBER:

Narrow Lane

CITY OR _TOWN: . !_."
Charlestoun !

STATE . ) copE |COUNTY: ‘ - cooE
Rhode Island, 02813 Ll Washington 009

INSTRUCTIONS

[3] CLASSIFICATION:

CATEGORY ' ACCESSIBLE
WNE STATUS
(Check One) . OWNERSHIP . BV ) TO THE PUBLIC
] Distriet ] Building K] Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupled Yas:
E Site O Structure [} Private . .-~ {0 In Process . @ Unoccupied [J Restricted
[ Object ' O Both ' - O Being Considered [0 Pressrvation work K] Unrestricted
: ;s e L, in progress (J Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[OJ Trensportotion
[C] Other (Specity)

D Comments

[ Agricultural [ Government' [} Park’ ’ T
[ Commercial O Industria! - ] Private Residance

[ Educational {7] Militory 7] Religious

[0 Entertainment O Museum {1 Scientific

WNER'QF PROPERTY.

OWNER'S N AME:

State of Rhede Island‘and Providence Plantations

STREET AND NUMBER: . 5

State House, 90 Smith Street b

CITY OR TOWN: : STATE:

. £
Providence

. Rhode Island, 02903

CoDE

Lk

[5. LOCATION-OF 'LEGAL.DESCRIPTION

SHlvwls

COURTHQUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: !

“Town Clerk

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 372

STATE

CITY OR TOWN:

Charlestown. i

Rhode Island, 02813

CODE

Ll

FALNNOD

DATE GF SURVEY; [J Federal

3 County

3 tecal

[0 State

DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

‘'~ |STREET AND NUMBER:

C1TY DR TOWN: STATE:

CODE |

HIGWNN AHMLINTG

ATINO 360 SdN 404
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

,FK SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Approprl-tv)
] Pre-Columblian] [OJ 16th Century
[C] 15th Century - [3 17th Century

K-| 18th Cemuryand [7) 20th Century

[C1 19th Centurybefore

SPECIFIC DATE!'S) (If Appllcable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropilete)

-
PRl

Abor iginal [J Edwecation [ Pelitical l:‘ Urban Planning
CX Prehistoric ] Engineering [l Religion/Phi., ] Other (Specity)
[j Historic ] Industry losophy

[ Agriculture 3 Invention 7] Scienca

[(] Architecture [J Londscope ] Sculptura

1 An Architecturs O Secial/Human-
- [1) Commerce [ Litergture itarian
O ICommunlicurlons " 0O Military " [ Theater .

O Conlervollcp' ) Music . [Z) Transportation

‘reliecs.
"tribe, tut the accused were exonerated.
~area in 1887 states that much of what was found was sent to Brown

" known there.,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Indian tradition records that this site was the Royal Burial

* Ground of the combined -tribes of the Narragansett and Niantic Indians,

a burial place of privilege for the Indian sachems, or chiefs, and
As such, it is one of the few remaining traces of a
once-large and powerful Indian nation in New Enrland, and it is hils-
torically linked to the nearhy remains of the former Narragansett

their families.

reservation

. Before it was protected as a park, the site was subject to

‘abuse hy the local citizenry.

Without consent, a group of nine local

persons opened,one of the mraves in May, 1869, in order to ascertain

how the Indians huried threir dead and to collect relics.

Covered

with large, flat stones, the tomb was found to contain a log coffin,
Two logs had been split to serve as top, bottom, and sides, and
were bound together by iron ‘chains.

A brass kettle was found at one

-end, and an iron kettle at the other, along with numerous other
Lepal action was trought against the‘men by members of the
A published history of the

University,“although the whereabouts of these artifacts is no longer

\.

\

The same history claims that. there was a subsquent |
. exploration by a Dr. Parsons of Providence who found fewer relics,
’even though he opened ‘quite a numher of graves.

-"
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DE%CRIPTION
. (Chétk One)
[:| Excellent []] Good [C] Fair [J] Deteriorated * [[] Ruins j@ Unnxposed
CONDITION i -
{Chock One) . X - {Check One)
*j Alterad ] ] Unaltered - ] Moved E‘ Qriginal Site -

IDESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANGE

‘ In a small clearing at the top of a wooded hill, the ancient burial
ground of the Narranransett Indians is now maintained as part of a
twentv-acre park by the State of Rhode Island. Though this site once
commanded a magnificent view of the sea and the countryside, it is now
surrovnded ty dense growth. 1In a clearing, a 20' by 100" rectanpular,
grassy vlot rises several inobes akove the surrounding sround level

and is surronnded by an diron post-and-rail fence. This fence and a
marble tablet in the center of the plot were erected in 18?8 by order

of the Rhode Island GeneralAssembly.

Althourh virtnally all traces of the original mounds are now pone,
the Turial Ground was deqcribed in the nineteenth century as one row
of mounds raised above the next. In 1878 the mound was recorded to hte
thirty feet hy one hundred feet and three feet high., The site was com-
pletely wooded until the preat pale of 1869, which levelled many of the
trees. Since that time the site has heen kept cleared.

Seven small stones, placed on end in the enclosed plot, are possi—~
bly head and foot stones of recent graves. An addendum to the Rhode
Island Historical Cemeteries Master Book, which records the graves of
war veterans, lists the recent burial of -Georpe Alexander Hazard, World -
War I veteran. The familv name “Hazard" is found amoung local residents
of Indian descent. coreb T
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(AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAU REFERENCES

1 gation: Narrapansett Tribe of Indians, Report of the. Commitiee ...

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. Committee of Investi-

(Providence, Rhode lsland, 1880). _
U. S. Works Progress Administration. Federal Writers' PI‘OJPCt: Rhode

Island. A Guide ... (Boston, 1937).
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LATITUBE ANB LBNGITUDE GGORDINATES ; __LATITURE AND LONGITUDE CBQRGINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER PBINT ODF A PROPERTY
; R . OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
. [cornER LATITUDE . LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE °
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degroes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes |, Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
e | < : | ble 2L:13.50-N| 71 e 37 53.L8-W .
NE . . | N . R - T ;
SE : T 2 ;
SH L - i o E:
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE BF NOMINATED PROPERTY: O 11 acre . w b
L
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPFPING S5TATE OR.COUNTY BOUNDARIES . -
STATE: . - 1+ | cooEe |couNTYy .. . /;\/\;J_J__f,.;/ cooe| M- ;
' ete - m ;
sTaTe: T L COUNTY: i /:. ﬁtEENEU \(J-\ coDE _ 3'
= L L e ~ wapy e ag7y ) =z
STATE: T CODE | COUNTY: . :.., (o] o0+~ —rieniv CODE i
| L =) b w g
= NATIONAE. i
STATE: . i CODE | COUNTYr : : CODE - v
\?\REGiS ! EPA !
. m 5
ORM PREPARED:B’ i c -
NAME AND TITLE: .. e ;
Clifford M, Renshaw, IIT, Consultant ' : 0O b
ORGANIZATION . DATE - f
Rhode Island-Historical Preservation Comruss:.on L. .. | ADPril. 16, 1071 - 4
STREET AND NUMBER: o i
State Honse, 90 Smith S‘breet -
CITY OR TOWN: . Lo L sTATE - CODE o
Providence Rhode Island 2903 LL
- : i
ATEILIAISON FF.!CER CERI,FFC 1
As thé designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) : ] o : . i—‘ '
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included u'\ the ) 2
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. i
in the National Register and certify that it has been i
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set "*a
i ice, Th ded - . '
forth by the National Park Service e.recommen € Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation ?
level of significance of this nomination is: ‘;
National [ State ] Local (] i
i
Date Ty
ATTEST: . ‘
L
Title 3 4 . . . {
Keeper of The National Register %
|
‘Date ___April 28, 1971 - .. Date
- z
o GPO so1.087 4
i






INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Tsland

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Wanhineton

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

[1.VNAME :

common: Tnd 1an Purial Ground

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

ISTREET AND NUMSER:.
Narrow Lane

CITY OR TOWN:
Charlestowm.

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

CODE

Rhode Island T "ashinfton
PHOTO REFERENCE = . o T ; r——

009

PHOTO CREDIT: C]_lfford M. Renqkaw, III

oAaTE OF PHOTO: March, 1971

NecaTive FiLep ATt Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R, I., 02903

[4 IDENTIFICATIC

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Railed portion of the burial ground, looking south-west.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

STATE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ’ Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |3 70, . o4 0
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

e

und

Narrow Lane

CITY OR TOWN:
Charlestown

STATE: cq’qg COUNTY:

CODE

Rhode Island I Washington

0]0.9)

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHoTo crREDIT: (]jfford M, Renshaw, TTI

DATE OF PHOTO: March. 1971

NecaTive FiLED ATt Rhode Island Historical Preservation Comrission,

. IDENTIFICAT

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

Stone tablet in the center of the burial pround.




