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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Indian tradition records that this site was the Royal Burial.
Ground o the combined -tribes of the Narragansettand Niantic Indians,

VI a burial place of privilege for the Indian sachems, or chiefs, and

± their families.. As such, it is one -of the few remaining traces of a
once-larre and powerful Indian.nation in New Enr!land, and it is his-

0
. torically linked to the nearby remains of the -former Narragansett

- reservation
I- H
o flefdre it ws protected as a park, the site was subject.to

abuse by the local citizenry. Without consent, a group of nine local
persons opened/oneof the graves in May, .1869, in order to ascertain
how the Indians buried their dead and to collect relics. Covered
with large,flat stones, the tomb was found to contain a log coffin.
Two logs had been split to serve as top, bottom, and sides, and

z were bound together by ironSchains* A brass kettle was found at one
end, and. an iron kettle at the other, along with numerousother
relics. Legal action was brought against the/men by memhers of theLU tribe, but the accusedwere exonerateth A published history of the

LU ,; area in 1887 states that much of what was found was sent to Br5wt
!Jniversity,’although the whereaboutsof these artifacts is no longer
known there. The same history claims that, there was a subsquent
exploration by a Dr. Parsonsof Providence whd found fewer relics,
even though he openedquite a number of graves.
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DESCRI PC THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE --

In a small clearing at the top of a wooded hill, the ancient burial
ground of the NarrangansettIndians is’ now maintained as part of a
twentv-scre park by the State of Rhode Island. Though this site once
commanded a magnificent view of the sea and the countryside, it is now
surrounded by dense growth. In a clearing, a 20’ by loot rectangular, -

grassy nlot rises. everal inches above the surrounding ground level’
and is suirounded by an ‘iron post-and-rail. fence., This fence and a
marble tkhlet’in the’center.of the plot were erected in 1878 by order
of the Rhode Island GeneralAssembly.

Although virtually all traces of the original mounds are ‘now gone,,
the Purial Ground was described in’ the nineteenth centixrir as one row ,

of mounds raised above the next. In 1878 the mound was recorded to’ be
thirty foot hy one hundred feet and three’feet high. The site was corn- - -

pletely wooded until the great gale of 1869, which levelled many of the
troes. Since that time the site has been kept’cleared. m

rn
Seven small stones, placed on end in the enclosed plot, are possi

bly head and foot stones of recent graves. An addendumto the Rhode ,

-‘Island Historical CemeteriesMaster Book, which records the graves of Z -/.

war veterans, lists the, recent burial of - George Alexander Hazard, World ‘ ‘ , in c/I’
War I veteran. The family name lt1iázardIt ié’ found amoung local residents -

of Indian descent
- ,
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Providence Plantations. Committof Investi
Tribe ofIndians, Report of the. Committee

-.4. . ‘

- -

Island, 1880.
Administration. Federal WritersI Project:

_____

Boston, 1937. - - -
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERtY 0 DEThNIiJ TEIE CEiJtER PbiJt OF A PROPERTY

R
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

- CORNER LATITUDE - LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE -

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De rees Minutes - Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW - -

-

- IUO 21i13.50-N 71 ° 37 ‘S3.1t8"W
NE -

-* r - ‘ .---- . -‘ -

SE ‘ - - - -. -

SW - " - * ‘ -

APPROXIMrTE ACRAGE3F NOMINATED POPERTY: 0.11 acre --
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Clifford i. Renshaw, III, Consultant
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Rhode Island-Historical Preservation Commission - . Ari1,l6, 1971
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State House,.90 Smith Street . -. . - -
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Providence . .. -. -

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 Public I.,aw
89-665, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procectares set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
-level of significance of this nomination is:
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