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Rhode Island
COUNTY:
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

LLJAME... ,‘ :. *. :‘ H.. *. . ..t’

COMMON:

Church Benjamin House
AN 0/OR HISTORIC,

Benjamin Church Home for the Aged
ftILOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

but Hope Street . .

CITY OR TOWN,

Bristol
STATE

CODE COUNTY, CODE

Rhode Island, 02809 bit Bristol 001
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CATEGORY
check One

OWNERSHIP ‘‘*
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STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

C District Building

C Site C Structure

C Object

Public IPublic Acquisition:
.

C Private I D In Process

C Both 0 Being Considered

.

Occupied

Unoccupied

C Preservotion work

in progress

Yes:
Restricted

C Unrestricted

C No

PRESENT USE Check One or More as Appropriate

C Agricultural C Government C Pork
‘ C T.ransportotion’ C Comments

C Commercial C lndustriol Privote Residence Other Specie’

C Educational C Military - C Religious Formerly bane

C Entertainment C Museum C Scientific, for the aped
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Bristol Housing Authority
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lOllj Hope Street
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CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
,,

STATE:

-! Rhode Island, 02809
CODE

Mi
LOCATKN OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Bristol Town Hall
STREET AND NUMBER:

10 Court Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 02809 144

6REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Statewide Survey of Historic Buildings
DMTE OF SURVEY, 1971 C Federal State C County C Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS,

Rhode Island Historical Preserv-atjonCornmjssion
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STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street
CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: CODE

Providence
. Rhode Island, 02903 144



Check One

CONDITION
C Excellent Xl_Good_,ç Fair C Deterioroted C Ruins C lineAposed

Check One . Check One

C Altered UnaIrered C Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Benjamin Church House is a fine, unaltered example of the
Colonial Revival style of American architecture and was built in 1908-
1909 from designs by the architectural firm of Howe and Church; it re
mains upon its original site. The front, or main, portion of the house
measureshO feet by 30 feet excluding its entrance porch and faces
west, somewhat set back from Hope Street. An original ci]. on the easterly
rear side of the buildin measures18 feet wide by 2b feet deep, thus
giving the house a ttTIt shape. The entire structure is a full two stories
in height and is surmountedby a hipped roof pierced by four pedimented
dormers,and three internal brick chimneys.

Typical of Colonial Revival building, the west elevation is a sn-
metrical one of five bays--the main entrance at the centex of the first
floor and provided with leadedsidelights and a semi-elliptical leaded
fanlight. The front windows having six-over-one sashestypical of the
XX Century but indeed not of the Colonial period all have louvred ex- rn
tenor shutters. Set within the hipped roof at the front are two dormers, ni
the sides of which are shingled; excepting these dormers, all of the ex
terior facin is of narrow wooden clapboards. The front and side windows -

in the first story of the main portion of the building are surmountedby Z

splayed wooden lintels with raised center "keystones;t’ the side windows 1

are, however, paired, and all around the house window openings diminish -i
in height from first-floor to dormer level. A one-story porch runs across
the entire front face of the building; its half-hipped roof is supported
by six Doric columns which frame each window bay, and above each column
is a triglyph in the porch’s wooden frieze. A simple wooden rail runs
around this porch and down-its front and endsteps, where the sqñare -I’
newel posts are capped by small wooden urns. The cornerè of the math -

part of the structure exhibit wooden quoins. The foundation of the o
house is of stone though the supporting piers of the porch are brick
and due to sloping land reachesa full story in height at the rear of the
building, where there is a doorway at ground level. In the rear internal . -

southeast corner of the building is another smallerporch, similar to
that at the front, covered by a quarter-hipped roof. From the rear roof-
slope of the main part of the building protrude two dormers, one on either
side of the ell’s roof. The third chimney of the house serves the ell -

and rises through the roof of the latter. , -

Displaying again it5 Colonial Revival features, the house has a -

central hall from front to back; this contair against its north wall a - . -

narrow stair, with turned balusters and newel, which ±‘ises to the third
floor. At either side of this hall on the first floor are the twin front .

reception rooms--each measuringlb feet by 19 feet with 9-foot ceilings ,

and having dark-stained woodenmantels with Ionic columns woodwork all
throughout this house is dark-stained. To the rear of the south front
room is the former’ dining-roCm, connectedby a pantry to the kitchen in
the ell. Also on the first floor are the back stairs, a rear entry, a
scoond pantry, a lavatory, as well as two small rooms to the rear of the
north front room. . . , . -

-
- See Continuation Sheet.
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PERIOD Check One or More es Appropriate

- C Pre-Catunibian C 16th Century C 18th Century X:i 20th Century

C 15th Century C 17th Century C 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISt If Applicable endKnown 1908-1909
AREAS OF SIONt FtCANCE Check One or More as Appropriate

Aboriginal C Education C Political C Urban Planning

C Prehistoric C Engineering C Religion/Phi. Other Specify

Flistortc Industry losophy Imnortant toits
flJ Agriculture C Invention C Science environment

Architecture 0 Landscape C Sculpture

- Art Architecture
- Q Social/Human.

________________________

fl Commerce fl Literature itorian -:

C Conmunications C Military C Theater

________________________

0 Conservation C Music C Transportation

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIONI FICANCE

The Benjamin Church House was originally erected, from funds left
in a trust, as a home for the elderly and was used continuously for this
pirpose until it was abandonedin 1966; since that time it-: has been
vacant. To the rear of this building are now new housing units for the

Z aged which were financed by the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
o ment. These new elements do not significantly detract from the setting - - - -

- - of the house. -

This building is important becauseit forms a neighborhood link. - -* --
LI Along Hope Street to the north and south are many fine old Bristol resi-

dences, all in good to excellent condition. Examples are the John Rey-
nolds house,a "saltbox" of 1698 ff, presently being restored;, a gambrel-
roofed dwelling of 1779 directly across the street from the Benjamin
Church house; and the Levi Dewolf farmhouse of 1793, built by one of a
famous Bristol fai-nily. Should the Church House be removed, an important’
element in the neigh-orhood would be lost and-a large gap’createdwhich -

- would most certainly diminish the visual pleasure now experienced as -‘ H
one-travels along Hope Street. Nearby Dirnond and SunnysideAvenues, - 4-.:
running off Hope Street, are short streets with several olderhouses -

along them. The ends of these streets overlook Bristol Harbor to the
southwest from a point above it. Tb the northwest of this area is Colt -

State Park, fronting on Narragansett Bay.

The Church houseis also architecturally significant being a fine :1
example of the ‘Colonial Revival style of the early part of this century.
It is a product of the Providence firm of Howe and Church, who were
knowledgeable, tasteful and skillful exponents of this style--one partner,
Wallis Howe, who practiced over an extremely long span of time, being
from a dinstinguished old Bristol family. It is a very pure example of
this revival style, exhibits pleasing proportions, and is in basically -

unaltered condition both externally and internally. Counled with its
siting, its stone foundation, landscaping, and neighborhood, the former -

Home for the Aged is truly an asset to its environment. It is to be -

hoped that the Department of Housing and Urban Developmentwill be able
to use this structure in conjunction with is new and adjaàent housing
for the elderly--perhaps.as administrative offices or additional resi-
denceunits.

See Continuation Sheet. -

- -
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7. Description.

At second-floor level the central hail extends into the eflbut be
fore that is bisected by a lateral hallway running across the width of the
main part of the house. Ineach tlquadranttt thus formed are two rooms for
merly usedas bedrooms by the elderly persons in residence, and there are -

other bedroomsetc. in the eli. The third floor contains four additional
bedrooms, each having one of the dormer windows; attic space on this level . -- -

over the rear ell has been used for storage.

Alterations to this building since it was built 62 years ago have
been minor and inconspicuous, oonsisting mainly of alterations to windows
and dormersto provide egress to necessaryfire-escapes. The front porch --

-:
is probably original to the 1908-1909 design, but if it was in fact added,
this was probably done before 1920. Any internal alterations have been - - -

quite minor in nature, and it appearsthat all partitions are as originally
placed. A clapboarded outbuilding, with gable-on-hip roof, was torn down - - --

in 1969 when newer housing for the elderly was built. This stood to the - - - -‘ --

southeastof the Church House and probably ‘dated from the construction of
the house or shortly thereafter.

8. Significance. -

In conclusion, it is this surveyorts hope that the future Warren
and Bristol historic districts will he more or.less continuous along the
length of Ferry and Hope Streets in Bristol and Main Street in Warren.
Hope Street is still a very attractive thoroughfare, in sharp contrast
to the tasteless developmentwhich has occurred alongNetacomAvenue,
Bristol’s other main north-south avenue, in the past twenty years. It is
becauseof the environmental and architectural importance of this house
and its significance in the greater context of the Bristol-Warren historic -

districts that it is thought to be worthy of National Register status and
protection.

GPO 901.062
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NAME AND TI TLE: - -

Lombard John Pozzi-, Consultant
ORGANIZATION - DATE

Rhode Island Historical Presenation Commission - - - - - March, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: -

State House, 90 Smith Street
CITY OH T9WN:

Providence
STATE CODE

- Rhode Island, 02903. - 14i
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA lION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na’ -

- tionol Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law
I hereby certify that thisproperty is rncluded in the

89-665, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. -

- in the National Register and certify that it has been - - - -

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set - -

forth-by the National Park Service, The recommended - - -

- - --- Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nominatson is:

National C State Loal C - - - - - -- -- - - -
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- Date

Name - - - - -
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- Title - , -
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COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY

NUMBER

JDATE

Z ME’.F.: .: .* .... F F...-..
o COMMON: Church Benjam.n House
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Ben.iamin Church Home for the Aged

.-

_LOCATION
o STREET AND NUMBER:

lOi Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN:

flristol
STATE: CO E COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Islar Bristol 001
PHOTOREERENCE 1

- PHOTO CREDIT: Lombard .John ‘ozzi
DATE OF PHOTO: 1971

W EGATIVEFILEDAT:Rh3e Island Historical PreservationCommission,
w5taeHouse 90 Smith ,Street, Providence, Rhode Island,02903

UEN1IFiCA11ON
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-west.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR sTArE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RhOde Islanl

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COU;Y.t

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclose with photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

z
o 9MMON: Church BenjaminHouse
- lAND/OR HISTORIC: Benjamin Church Home for the Aged

U ITREET AND NUMBER:

1O]Jj Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

flhode Island Bristol uui.

z oW REffERENCE
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: LT1bTd John Pozzi

DATE OF PHOTO: 1971
LLi IEGATIVEFILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,

State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Islarxi,02903

Lñ
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Detail of entrance and porch on west elevation.



l .L .



INI I t I Si Al IS Ill PAR 1 Mt NI 01 1 III 1P4 I [RIOR *
NATIONAL PARK SIRVICE }thod h land

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPSUSE ONLY
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z.

o COMMON Church
enjaiinouse . ..

.

- AND/oR HISTORIC: BenjaminChurch Home for theAged
-

u TREET AND NUMBER:

10Th Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bri5tol
StA? Co E COUNtY CODE

Rhode Island Bristol UOj.

z pdoroREffERgNcE
- IPHOTO CREDIT: Lombard JohnPOzzi.

LOATE OF pHOTO: 1971
LU fraEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,

State House, 90 SmithStreet. Providence. Rhode Island. O29O

.

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-east.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map

STATE

Rhode Island
CO UN TV

Bristol
FOR NPS USE DNLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NAME:. ..::...s. ...

.

COMMON: Church Benjamin House
AND/OR HISTORIC Fenlainin Church Home for the Aged

[LOCAT ION
STREET AND NUM BER:

10114 Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN

Bristol
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Bristol 001
MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE: u* S. Geological Survey

SCALE: 1: 2h,000
DATE: 19S

REQUIREMENT$
TO BE INCLLJDD ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


