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Type all entries - completeapplicable sections

LENAME
cOMMON:

‘I. M. C. A. Annex
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Bristol Customs House and Post Office
ftLOCATION .x..::C .H .

STREET AND NUMBER:

Between b2O and IthS Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN,

Bristol.
STATE .

CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island, ‘02809 bli Bristol 001
fICLASSIFICATION

_________________________________ _____________ ____________

CATEGORY
check One

. .

OWNERSHIP . STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District J Building :i
Site 0 Structure LI

Object LI

Public j Public Acquisition:

Private Xjj I In Process LI
Both LI I Being Considered LI

.. .

Occupied

Unocupied o
Preservation work

In progress LI.

Yes: -

Restricted XJJ
Unrestricted LI

No: 0

PRESENT USE check One or More as 4pproprIate

Agricultural LI . Government LI Park . LI, Transportation LI Comments 0
Comnercial LI industrial LI Private Residence LI Other Specify

Educational LI Military LI Religious LI Office use by social-service
Entertainment LI Museum LI Scientific LI ‘organisation is planned

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME: -

Young Nents Christian Association of Bristol . -

STREET AND NuMBER:

bb8Hope Street . . . . . .*. . .

ciTY OR TOWN: . STATE: CODE

Bristol . Rhode Island, 02809 1411

LLOCATION OF LEGAL_DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC

Bristol Town Clerk
STREET AND NUMBER:

Court Street
- I CODESTATE

I_______
CITY OR TOWN:

Rhode Island, 02809Bristol
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OP NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre
EPRESPNTATlON IN EXISTING SURVEYS --

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS,

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal fl State LI County LI Local LI

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dominating the middle of a block on Hope Street in Bristol and
overlooking the water, where boats once docked near it, the former Post
Office and Customs Houseis a tall and massive, thouØi restnined, rect
angular palazzo. Set back from the sidewalkand raised upon a granite
base, it ha a towering presence, diminished only by .the many recent
structures around it. It was built in 1858 from the designs of Arnmi";B.
Young, Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department, who helped the
RenaissanceRevival style become for ‘a time the predominant one for public
buildings, fpflowing the long reign of the Greek Revival-s-a style in which
he was also accomplished. . .

The plain front wall of deep red’brick is pierced by three large
arched openings on each of its, two stories. A greyish sandstonemolding
outlines the arches on both floors and caps the piers which separatethe
first-floor arches and a decisive molding of the same material forms a VS

belt between the two stories. The center opening on the first floor Ill’

serves as the doorway; it i flanked by windows barred with iron. As is rn
typical of the RenaissanceRevival style, the second-story openingsare
more complex in their treatment than those below. .The ‘upper openings . -

.have granite sifls, as well as a very shaflo.w balcony of iron, on ‘ : , Z
brackets,’ running across them. The panelling of the upper façade is ‘ in,

understated, but th surmounting entablature is heavy and elaborately
decorated. The cornice performs as the visual topping ‘of the building,
for the low hipped roof is visible only when one is at a distance from

,.

the building. - - . -.

n

The sides and rear of the building have window:’ arrangementssirni- -I
lar to the front, but include some blind recesses, and the-molding on -

these faces becomes a browner sandstone. A side chimney probably once o
rose near the front of the left elevation. One chimney is extant, though
apparently altered, at the rear of the building. In old photographs ‘ -

there appearsa pedimented dormer in the front center of the roof, but
it was probably a later addition and is now gone, anyway. The present
torchères that are prominently attached to the first-floor piers were
later decorations. An iron fence of attenuatedbalusters encloses the
side portions of the small lot on, which the building is situated.

The interior is in a state of neglect today. The front area accom
modated postal sorting rooms, offices and mail boxes. The original iron
columns are evident between the-wood panels of the clerks’ windows. Also
extant is the wooden vestibule. The tile now on the floor seemsto be an
alteration. Cast iron stairs, -railed also in iron, extend up to the
customs quarters on the secondstory, which consist of a very large’main
room and a smaller one. The stair landing has whatseem to be its large,
original tiles, and a heavy ‘iron gate divides the landing from the lower
stair run. The large room is particularly interesting becauseof its

See Continuation Sheet.
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7. Description. - , - . . -

seven sets of iron-framed windows,with heavy iron sills and interior
shutters. The scale is impressively large: the ceiling is approximately
17 feet -hdgh.andthere are 8-foot panelled doors. The floors are of hard
wood. A very plain marble fireplace is in one corner of the large room.

In the cellar one can see the granite piers which support horizontal
-iron beams, which in turn support the iron columns of the first floor.
The stone-k-ralled cellar extends under the full length and width of the

- building and has a ceiling of brick.’ . - -

Currently the building is attached to -a modern Y. N. C. A. swimming
‘ pool structure and is used somewhatas ante-space, although it may in

future be remodelled as offices. . - -

- - -,

P0 901.082
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PERIOD Chock Otto or More as Approptloro

Pre-Columbian El 16th Century - 18th Century El 20th Century El
15th Century El 17th Century El ,,,, 19th Century - , -

SPECIFIC DTEISI If Applicable ondKno,vn l8SB
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE Check One or More as Appropri ate . -

Aboriginal Education 0 Political El - Urban Planning El
Prehistoric 0 Engineering Religion/Phi- Other Specify El
Historic El Industry - losophy El -

Agriculture ln.,ention 0 Science El -

Art rj: Landscape ‘ , Sculpture El ‘ -

Commerce - Architecture El Social/Human-

Communications Literature El itarion El -

Conservation El Military El Theater El

________________________

-
, Music El - Tronsportotion 0 -

STAT EMEN Tr OF SIGNI Fl C ANC E Include Personages, Dates. Events, Etc.

The Bristol dustoms House and Post Office of 1858 stands as an
example of the rediscovery of the Italian palazzo mode of architecture
after the long proliferation-of the Greek Revival. Also, though small,
it quite exemplifies the period in which dozens of such buildings wereZ erected by the Department of the Treasury--virtually all of them de

‘
0 signed by Ammi B. Young. Young earlier was a master of the’Greek Revi
-

- val style, and through his career one can view the popularization of
-
‘F- - subsequentstyles, the emergenceof new materials and methods of con-

‘ - struction. Talbot F. Hamlin writes in his GreekRevival-Architecture
- inAmerica: , , ‘ - ‘

Engagedas architect for the Treasury Department in 1852 ...

I-
the] continued as Supervising Architect until 1860. Of prac-

‘ tically all of these [post offices and customs houses] during -
VI

‘ this-period, Ammi B. Young was the architect. tThey showJ - -

the rapid development ... toward more Italianate and baroque -

- - -
- forms. - , ‘ ‘ - - - - -

-
- u. The Greek Revival style, however, continued to serve as a discipline

-
for design in other styles during Youngts period,- and one can see inthe Bristol buildinAelements of the Greek Revival’s clarity of ele’VI -vation and simplicity of ornament: the massive, deliberate façade;
the heavy cornice;’ the severe, almost anti-picturesque,- feeling the

- building achieves. The building contains obvious and interesting - ‘ - -

differences to the Customs Housein Providence, designed by Young in
the previous year in a more Tuscan style. The Providence building has
a more consciously classical, academic theme, but shares with the
Bristol. edifice a severely plain wall treatment with sharply-cut open
ings, a pronouncedverticality, and numerousstructural innovations.

The Bristol work serves as an excellent example of a style that
is little representedin a town which has fine buildings of other
styles and periods, and is a reminder of what was once one of the’most
active seaports in the northeast. Fortunately the building has found
a new use and will he of continued value to the town practically as
well as, historically. It is hoped and expected that the, planned in
terior renovations will be handled with due regard to the existing
architecture.
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U. S. 3hth Congress,3rd Session, Vol. 2, House Executive Document 2,
Reportof the Secretary of the Treasury .. for the Year EndingJune

30,1856."Report_on_PublicBuildings." In CongressionalSerial
Set, Series 896, pp. 5b3-583.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

_____________________________________

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A REcTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDECORNER

0
R

LATITUDE AND LONGITUOE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LONGITUDE - LATITUDE LONGITUDE

.

NW

NE

SE

-SW

Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 -- .‘ - .

° I

° , N

Degrees Minutes Seconds
° - ‘

0 I N

0,,.

0 I’’ N,

Degrees Minutes - Seconds

jl ° 39 ‘58.b5-N
‘

, - -

Degrees Minutes Seconds
710 16 31.53W

‘

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BouNDARIES -

STATE: CODE COUNTY

STATE: - COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

STATE: -

!Th

STATE: -

!.oS.PEpA

NAME AND TITLE: - ‘ - -

B. Christopher Bene, Consultant - - -

ORGANIZATION DATE

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission - Sept. 15, 1971 -

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street - -‘ -

CITY OR TOWN: - - -

Providence - ‘‘‘ -

STATE - CODE,

- Rhode Island, 02903 Ut
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERT1FICAIIOP4 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

-

‘

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law

89-665, 1 hereby nominate this prDperty for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
- - - - - ‘ - -

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State El Local El

-

Name -
- -

Title

-

Date

- ‘ - -

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

- -‘ -

-

- ‘ -

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

‘ -

Dale ‘ -

-

ATTEST: -

- - - -

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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COUN TV
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

_______________________

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

NAME- - . .. :.....:............. . ......:. .. ..

COMMON: M. C. A. Annex
AND/OR I5TO,*rt Cptom House and 9st Qfiqe.

L
LOCATION

Between 12O and Lb8 Hope Street

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

HOTO R

DENT1FIcATION

_____ _____________________________________________

Copy of a stereoscopic view of the 1860’s, showing eavesbalustrade

then in place and corner "chimneys" which perhaps disguised venti-

lators. The dormers, now removed, may not have beena cart of

Young’s original design. -

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
5TATE:

13.’ F

Rhode Island

PHOTO CREDIT:NOt

DATEOFPHOTO:C. li60-lSb9; copy negative, LY

.stol

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTI ON. ETC.

EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical 1reservat].Ofl UOIIITTLLSS1ULI, baL flUUb,

90 Snith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Bristol
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z
..

.

o LCOMMON: ‘1f, M. C, A. Annex
-

- I1D’0R HISTORIC: Bristol Customs House and F’gt UtTice

F- LoCAT1oN -
ITR AND NUMBER:

Between h20 and itit8 Hope Street
CITY OR TØWN:

Bristol
STATE: Rhode Island

.

CEDEIC0LThIi5to1 CODE

z 1OTOREFERENC
- [PHOTO CREDIT: B. Christopher Bene

DATE OF PHOTO: 1971
UJ 4EGATIVE FILED AT:Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,

I90 Smith Street Providence, Rhode Island,

02903

E
TION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Entrance front. -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Is land

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

I..‘-‘- Type - enfries:attach to or enc lose with
phograT.

NuER

o OMMON: ‘f* N, C. A. Annex
- IAN 0/OR HISTORIC: Bristol Customs Houseand Post Office
‘_

TREET AND NUMBER:

Betweenh20 and L1i8 Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
F- STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Bristol 001

z PUOTOREFEREK
- IPHOTO CREDIT: B. Christopher Bene

DATE OF PHOTO: 1971
LU EGATIVEFILEDAT:RhOde Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
ui .1

90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
- O4TIF1cAT1ON

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTI ON, ETC.

Detail of principal interior staircase of cast-iron.
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Form 10.301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY

Bristol
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map

Z NAME :. ..
.. .:.. ...... . .. . .. ... . .. ..

o COMMON:!’. N. C. A. Annex
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Bristol CustomsHouse and Post Office
F- LOcATON

STREET AND NUMBER:

.etween h20 and b18 Hope Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Bristol UI
1EFERENCe

SOURCE: .

- IJ..:S. Geo]ogical Survey

CALE: 1: 2b,000
DATE: l95:
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference. -


