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) E . DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1816 a contract was made by the town of Bristol to have con- o
structed a new court house, this to be of stone laid in mortar and ".
faced with brick. It was so bulli, with dressed stone quoins, lintels ' T
; ‘ and other trim, thouph now the “rick walls are covered with stucco and _ Ry
: the stone trim is painted a pink-tan, »

In its central portién the building is a pgabled one (the ridge
running east and west), three bays wide and of three storeys--the third
storey of much diminished height; its main entrance is on the west. =
The tuilding, however, extends to north and south in two two-storey i

. portions (appearing like wings but not actually being such), each of
which carries a hipped roof halved ‘and terminated against the sides of
the higher gabled centre section. Surmounting this centre section is a il
square wooden tower of two stages, each railed, supporting ans octagonal - v
belfry or cupola with arched, louvred openings and a concave conical,
or pagoda-type, roof," 4
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The tuilding may have heen desipgned by Russell Warren, who worked
much in Bristol, and it is a modest example of. the Federal period. It
has not suffered from exterior alteration exceot for the stucco, which
is scarcely disfiguring., The main entrance, apparently originally un-
sheltered, now has a shallow wooden porch added withlin recent years.
which in fact ethances the building; it is (by Wallis Howe) of sympa- .
thetic and carefully considered design. This porch occurs beneath the
main original decorative feature of the west fagade, a large, modestly
rusticated arched window opening subdivided by wooden colenettes and
: interlaced "Gothick" mullions.  Louvred window shutters or blinds are
A . hung outside the other windows. Perhaps there were such blinds origi-
! nally, but the present ones are” obviously modern replacements of thin
. mill-work and, moreover, are hung inside-out. The building's exterlior

is well maintained and has a crisp, clean appearance.

SNOITL1ONY LSNI

Internally, the building,is intact except for minor changes re-
quired for convenience or for official procedure as, for example, in ‘
1836, when the ground floor was used for town offices, and in 1870, when I
the judges' bench was shifted from one side of the court to the other, '
E , causing a fireplace to be closed, The west entrance leads into a vesti-

W ) tule and large hall which open to offices at the rear and sides of the .
pround floor. .Two stalrcases at the front corners of the hall lead to NE
1 - the courtroom occupying, unobstructed, the entire second floor. The j

3 . ceiling of this large room is supported only at the sides within the
4. room, but is otherwise held up by a trusswork of heavy beams in the .
& : - attie. The "third storey" of the centre portion of the court house con-
k tains only that trusswork, and no rooms, in spite of its windows. The

‘ interior of the building has always been notably lacking in forms of
adornment, having only the simplest of mouldings in necessary places.
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[ Art Architecture 1 Sociel/Human-
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[} Conservotion [} Music 3 Tronsportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - o

This is one of the five court houses or "state houses" in which,
up to 1855, the General Assembly of Rhode Island met in prescribed
rotation. The Assembly first met in Bristol in 1785, tihus asserting
that town's importance as a county centre (the area had been annexed
from Massachusetts in 1747). Though not really large and not known
to have been a background for great legislative or Judicial events,
personalities or decisions, the court house was evidently from the
beginning intended to provide Bristol with a pablic btudlding of scme
vigual importance and the legislature and Judiciary with dignified
accomnodations. ' } ‘

: ' i \
It remains a part of the state's history and of Bristol's, as

well as being a fine example of Federal architecture and an adormment
to the town common. ' o - . : o
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Thompsow, Charles 0. F,t

Sketches of 0ld Bristol (Providence, Rhode

Island, 19L2), pp. 152-151,
Downing, Antoinette F.:

1937), p. Lo8.

Early Homes of Rhode Island (Richmond, Virginia,
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NATIONALIREGISTER:VERIEICATION

TATELIAISON'OFEICER CERTIFICATIO

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act_of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nalional'Register and certify that it has been
evalusted according to the critléria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servfice. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State Local ' (]
v
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. ER]
-y :

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeclogy end Historic Preservation

Date
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. Keeper of The National Regdister

" Date

338

SN 013Ny 1sSNI

TN gt

{ T




SR
n
1 v

AN/
il

s
=l
. S
b
e \
3
~

, GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATESI
/ Latitude: 1 391 L6n N
Longitude: 7° 16" 1w

§

.‘\

\\  /
" !
\ \{’

Y \i2 62
1 -
RN >

i \
o ONN

50




SEE INSTRUCTIONS

Form 10-301
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO:?
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Bristol

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

1. NAME
common: Bristol County Court House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

High Street

cITY OR TOWN:

Bristol

STATE:

cCODE |[COUNTY:

Rhode Island

[N Bristol

3. MAP REFE RENCE

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

1: 2L,000

SCALE:

pave: 1955

g §

[a, REQUIREMENTS
70 BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Lotitude and longitude reference.

TN

sty amke g r—— |






— UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE e

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Tsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counyy
Bristol
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
I (Type all entries « attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Z [\, NAME :
o common:  Rrigtol County Court House
—_— AND/OR HISTORIC:
= [2. LOCATION
U TREET AND NUMBER!
F Hipgh Street
= CITY OR TOWN:! (
@ Bristol !
. STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CoDE i
" Rhode Island 4488 | Prigtol - 001 !
_ onoro creott Rhode Iv:land Developrrent. Gouncil
IDATE OF PHOTO: C, 1969 ’
w NEGATIVE FILED ATt RBhode Island Development Council, Roger Wilﬁiams Puilding ;.
w Wmﬁh—zlmggm-ﬂhmd ! {
4, IDENTIFICATION oo o Sy o PSS :
b ST SCRIBK VIEW, DIRECTION, ETE. : , L
main entrance on west fagade, showing surmounting window ;
]
f
4
|
B







R e e =

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES oty
Bristol
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM RRIT R Y

- (Type all entries - attach to or eficlose with photograph) ENTRY MomeEh DATE
=z

o

— AND/OR HISTORIC:

- . LOCATION -

(9] ISTREET AND MUMBER:

High Street

=2 CITY OR TOWN:

[+ Bristol

| STATE: CODE |COUNTY: c
- Rhode Island nn Bristol 00T
= [. PHOTO REFERENCE S '

= puoto creoi: Clifford M. Renshaw, III

oaTe oF pHoTO: 1971

w ecative mLed ATt Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

w

- s i e e

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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