
* I
‘, .4

______________________________

.1 * ,Fan. 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:

1 huh 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
V COUNTY.

* NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER * DATE

Type all entries - complete applicable sections

* ftNAME
COMMON:

Bristol County Court House * * * . *

AND/OR HISTORIC: * * . -. .

g:toCATtON::i.::... .. ., .

STREET AND NUMBER: ,. . ,. . .

HighStreet . *. . . . .. . * *

CITY OR TOWN: . . * .., . . . *

Bristol . *

STATE * .
*"**j;’ CODE* jCOUNTY *

Rhode Lsland 02809 ,, * liii j Bristol
j3. CLASSIFICATION . .

* CODE

Uol

CATEGORY

L - Check One *

‘ * ‘-.*
* OWNERSHIP *

.***.*; .* *
I.,

** * STATUS
. .

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

C District Building

C Site C Structure

0 Object .,r*’’

- * **. * ..

**

J PublIc Public Acquisition:

C Private C In Process

Both - - * **. * o Being Considered ..

*-*. *‘ *.
. * *

OccupIed

c Unoccupied

Q Preservation work
In progress’,,

Restricted

C Unrestricted

C No

PRESENT USE Check One or Marc as Appropriete * ‘

C AgicuItural * Government * ‘C’ !ork * *" ‘ C Transportation ‘ C Comments

C Commercial C Industrial "‘‘

C Private Residence **‘ C Other Specifr

C Educational C Militory *]

C Religtous *

C Entertainment C Museum ‘ * Scientific -

!- OWNER OF PROPERTY * -

La

0

I
U

I-

In

1w
w
in

-1

1

OWNERS NAME: *

State of Rhode Island and ‘ProvIdence
. * * *

Plantations ‘‘

.

* * * * -

.

* *

.

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street
-

*-‘*

.*

* . - .

CITY OR TOWN: , * STATE: * CODE

Providence
I P

‘ -‘*‘

lION

‘‘‘-‘‘ * -

-Rhode Island, 02903 p

I

¶
.1I

O
,,I*

z
In

rn
2

CITY OR TOWN:

Bristol

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: /
Bristol Town Clerk H

STREET AND NUMBER: - * * . ..

Court Street" ** ‘.,, :,
‘ ‘: - * *. .,

* H-.:

STATE

I Rhode Island

IEREPRE5NTATlaN IN EXISTING SURVEYS -

TITLE OF SURVEY:

C’’:’ ‘1

DATE 0! SURVEY: * * C Federal -- C State C County 0 Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: * * * * * *

*
- :-- ;r::t- I: - ;r’- ‘ - * * * ** *- * * * .‘

STREETANDNUMDCRI * I’ * :‘:‘.- *
*. ... *

-:1 ** , *

CITY On TOWN: * , STATE: CODE

n
0

C
z
-l

ri
z
-1

-C

z
C

SI
R
S

r
----C

a
p

._:,. *., ,,,,, * ,,..,-

1
4 % -

_1,17
‘4

¶14’
: .- *‘.-‘‘- CIF;_i.*_-. ,.r.., * ‘



-

.
- Check One

CONDITION
J Excellent - CGood Foir fl Deteriorated C Ruins C Unoxposed

check One Check One

C Altered 1:1 Unaltered C Moved OriginalSite
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL It known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1816 a contract was made by the town of Bristol to have con
structed a new court house, this to he of stone laid in mortar and
faced with brick. It was so built, with dressedstone quoins, lintels
and other trim, though now the 1-rick walls are covered with stucco and
the stone trim is painted a pink-tan.

* -
* In its central porti&n the building is a gabled one the ridge

* running east and west, three bays wide and of three storeys--thethird
storey of much diminished height; its irain entrance is on the west.
The building, however, extends to north and south in two two-storey

, portions appearing like, wings but not actually being such, each of
which carries .a hippéd roof halved and terminated against thesides of
the higher -gabled centre section. Surmounting this centre sectionis a
square wooden tower of two stages, eaoh railed, supporting anoctagonal
belfry or cupola with arched, louvredopenings and a concave conical,

. -

or pagoda-type, roof. - .

-I rn

The building may have been designedby Russell Warren, who worked - -

much in Bristol, and it is a modest example of-the Federal.period. It /
has not suffered from exterior alteration except for the stucco, which
is scarcely disfiguring. The main entrance, apparentlyoriginally un-

- - sheltered, now has a shallow woodenporch added within recent years -

which in fact ebhancesthe building;,it is bywallis Howe of sympa- -

-. -*
. thetic and carefully considered design. This porch occurs beneath the c

* main original decorative feature of the west façade, a large, modestly
rusticated arched window opening subdivided by wooden colonettes and
interlaced TtGotMckt1 .mullions. Louvred window shutters or blinds are
hung outside the other windows. Perhapsthere were such blinds origi- - -

nally, but- the present ones are’ obviously modern replacementsof thin 0

. mill-work and, moreover, arehung inside-out. The buildi’mg1s exterior
is well maintained and has a crisp, clean appearance. .... - -* - in

Internally, the building is intact except for minor changesre
quired for convenienceor for official procedure as, for.example, in

- 1836, when the ground floor was used for town offices, and in 1870, when
the judgest bench was shifted from one side of the court to the other,
causing a fireplace to be closed. The west entrance leadsinto a vesti
bule and large hall which, open to offices at the rear and sides of the
ground floor. Two staircases at the front corners of the hall lead to
the courtroom occupying,unohstructed the entire second floor. The
ceiling of this large room is supported only at the sides within the

* room, but is otherwise held up by a trusswork of heavy beams in the
attic. The "third storey" of the centre portion of the court house con
tains only that trusswork, and no rooms, in spite of its windows. The
interior of the building has always been notably lacking in forms of -

* adornment,-having only the simplest- of, mouldings in necessaryplaces. -
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- - fl Pro-Colombian I fl 16th Century - ‘ - 0 18th Century - - - 0 20th Century

fl 15th Century 0 17th Century - XI 19th Century - - - -

etlictrir IA I I,t,’I II AIIgIII,IniIta nrta j,fl16
- - AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE Check One or More a. Appropriate

Aboriginal El Education Political 0 Urbon Planning

El Prehistoric
- El Engineering 0 Religion/Phi 0 Other Specify - - - -

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy .

0 Agriculture 0 Invention fl Science - F

- -
F Architecture 1J Landscape 0 Sculpture

________________________

0 Art . Architecture 0 Social/Human- .-

, 0 Commerce 0 LIterature Itorian 1-’-

0 Communications 0 Military - 0 Theater

0 Conservation o Music 0 Tronsportation

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is one of the five court housesor "state houses" in which,
ün to 18%, the General Assembly of Rhode Island met in prescribed

-
rotation. The Assembly first met in Bristol in 1785, titis asserting
that town’s lxnportance as: a county centre the area had been annexed
from Massachusettsin 17b7. Though not really large and not knowno to have been a background for great legislative or judicial events,
personalities or decisions, the court housewas evidently from the
beginning intended to provine Bristol with a piblic building of some

o visual Irportance and the legislature and judiciary with dignfled
accorzrodations.

7

It remains a part of the statets history and of Bristol’s, as
well as being a fine example of Federal architecture and an adormnent tf’to the town common.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
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nain entrance on west façade, showing surmountingwindow
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