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CONDITION
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C Altered jJ Unaltered l’JJ Moved j Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE -

The Bristol County’ Jail, a gable-roofed, two-and-a-half-storied,’
stone-walled structure, was built in 1828 to replace an earlier jail
erected in 1792 on the same bite. Its five-bay-wide frait faces north
on the sidewalk line of narrow Court Street and measures361_Sn wide by

* : h6’-L’ deep. In 1859, a two-story addition to the rear, or south, and:,.
* slightly offset to the east side,was constructed; this is built of

‘granite, measures201_ph1 wide by L3’-2" deep, and is capped bya flat-’-’
roof. .‘-

., -.

* When the new jailhousewashuilt the strictest regard for economf
* was observed by those appointed y the General Assembly to superse

its construction, and it cost only $3,700. The exterior of this rubble
structure presents a severe appea’anceand is evoid of any detail or

* embellishment. Much of the material of the former 1792 jailhouse was
re-used for example, its old red ceda±claphoards that were still in

-.

good cotition were split and used as’ laths for the new building. .

If the 1859-rear addition is today taken as an integral part of
the fabric, one can say- that exterior alterations have been‘of a minor:

* nature. The appearanceofthe deeply-recessedGreek Revival front ent- Z

rance has, been changed, within the recess, and has newer doors and tran
* som; a bracketed woodenVictorian hood has also been extendedover th,’ H

sidewalk. On the east side is the originai kitchen entrance, a simple "

rectangular opening recessedinto the 2lt_tjck stone wall. The rear :.i,
entrance of the 1828 building is original, it has a fanlight anci is

* . also recessed. Excepting for’one second-storywindow of the 1828 *, ‘.‘

buildinjits original twelve-over-eight and twelve-over twelve sashes H

were àhanged probably at the same time that the alteration to the front,, -

entrance was made to those of two-over-two Victorian type. The east-’ 0.
ernmost of the two original internal hrick.chimneys in the older portion
of the building was removed to first-floor, level during alterations’by ‘ ‘

the. Bristol Historical.Society in i95. .
, ‘*‘

" ‘:±‘

The basic floor plan exhibits a spmmetrica1, central-hall,’ three-"
room-deeparrangementwith the two internal chimneys occurring at, the
centers of the divisions betweenfrontand middle rooms. The first-’

‘floor hail like that above originally ran from the front entrance to
the rear door of the building. The stairway, with its moderately-sized,..
turned newel and square halusters, was’ contained‘within this ‘hall; the’,

stair runs.from-the back to the front to reach the second floor and is:,

placed closo to the rear of the building As the first floor was used
as the jailer’s living-quarters and offices and the cells-were, located,":,:
upstairs, such an arrangementwas perhaps deemed ‘a better means of se-."
curit, as prisoners could he recCived by means of the back,entrance
The’ rear, kitchen, and cellar doors were all, and are still, protected:,
by iron ‘bars, while’,the front’Le’ntrance, which probably once had’ Greek
Revival sidelights, was probably felt to be less secure

See Continuation Sheet 1
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* * The three rooms" on the wst side of the first floor are believed to

- have beenused by the jailer and his family as their* living-quarters--

the front room seng as parlour, the center’one as dining-room, the

rearmost as kitchen. These rooms were accessible to teach other en suite,

while, both front parlour and dining room also had doorways ‘openinginto
the hail. The present doorway between the kitchen and the foot of the * -

stairway in the hall was installed in’1959. Both the front parlour, now
used as a research room by the Bristol Historical and Preserva,tion Socir

- ety, and the dining room; now its library, retain their original fire- :‘

places, closet, and pine-board floors., The front room exhibits ‘its ori
ginal run-moulded wainscot which at each window forms the sill nosing and -

anron. The sides of all the first-floor windows are splayed inward and ,- -‘

niastered, the sash being set at the outside face of the stone walls. A H’.’. -

connecting passagebetween these two rooms has now been made a lavatory.
" :

* The three, snaces on tbe east side of the first floor dre believed -:
to have been-used by the jailer in his daily work The front room--the
largest on this floor--probably served,as a public reception room,, while"
the middle room was the jailer’s private office. - The back room was very " -

narrow and was perhaps originally used for filing records or for storage.’
Both the public and private’ offices had fireplaces and wide-board floors,;
thast front room had a moulded wainscot ideitical to that in the front

* room on the opposite side of the hall. When the Bristol Historical Soci-
ety moved into the building after its ábandonment.asa jail by the State - -

- of Rhode Island in June l9S7 a meeting-snace was required for its’,mem
bership, and partitions -which, formerly separated the three east rooms ," -

from each other and front-the central hall were removed to create onelargé
area. - ‘ ,: - - *, - ‘ - ‘,, ‘-* -

The second floor, as originally’ designed, ‘served in part as a de-
tention section, while the two front chambers, one to each side of the

* full-length central hall, are thought to:have been’ bedrooms for thejailer".
-‘ and his family. The chamber to, the west ‘of -the hall is the same size a’s

the front tarlour below, while the chamber opposite is only half the’ size
of the former public reception room downstairs. The larger’ of these two’
rooms is quite elegant in it’s simplicity, with ‘its original wainscot and
cornice of run mouldings’; to the-left of its fireplace is a closet. All’’ -

finished spaces,on.this floorexhibit beaded baseboards and wide-hoard -‘H
floors

The middle room’ on the west side’ of the ‘second floor’ was robably:
a low-security cell area, as indicated by the two windows which are set --

flush with the inside face of ‘the thick stone walls. Narkings ,of the ori
ginal exterior ‘iron bars’- can he seen in- the massive granite sills. As this

See Continuation Sheet 2.
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7. Description. - - ‘ - - :‘ ‘ - ‘ ‘ -

room is now quite large l31’_2u wide hy,20’6’ deep, it may’original]y’ -‘

have been subdivided into’ two cells. Located above the original dining - -

room ‘and a portion of the kitchen, this space contains a fireplace and H
closet and an accees--orobably not original--to a small hail to the rear - -

of the building which contains the enclosed attic stair and which is’ also
accessible by an original door from the main hall. ‘

, ‘.:
- Because ofan added partition between the east front bedroom and’ -

adjacent cell, there now exist four basic spaces on ‘the east side of the - -‘

second floor,, rather .than’the typical three. The two middle rooms, hi-
- sected by the former chimney wall, were used as mdium-security cells. - .. ‘ -: :. -

A window in thenorthern of these two chambers retains its original twelve-’’"’ -

over-ei lit sash and hingeo interior steel shutters as well as its original
steel-reinforced door and simple mantel

Naximum security was provided by a ‘two-cell jail block located in’ .,, --: -

the south-east corner of the second floor. ‘Framed in wood,’withthe ex-- - ‘

ception of thd, exterior ,stone wails and iron doors, these cells .and their ", , -

‘ante-hall exist today as built. in 1828.- There are no’provisions-for ,, , ‘‘j’:

heat, light, water, or sanitary facilities, air is provided by a small
narrow slit through the exterior masonry,wall,and a peephole in the iron:.;’,:
door. Under the floor of the two cells are two courses of @TIxB timbers-H
sunerimnosed one upon the other, to nrevent escape These timbers, like
some in the basement, are believed to be salvage from the 1792 jail, and
their tweight is-borne by a solid brick wall, two-feet-thick, at the -H. ‘‘‘1
first-floor level and additionally supported by ‘a fieldstone i-rail in the -

- cellar. The brick wall which formerly separated the middle and rear , ‘‘ - - ,‘‘,‘,‘ -‘

- spaces on this side of the first floor has since been removed and the "j’ ".

- .:‘.‘‘‘: -

weight above re-supported by steel beams. While front and west exterior-
-- H’.’

walls, including interior finish, are 2111 in thickness, it is’of note ‘ -‘ . , ‘H-’
that trie remaining two walls which help support these corner cells are a
full four inches thicker Embedded in the plaster walls of the cells is

- an iron grating, ‘and fixtures for chains are attached to the’, floor; Ex- --

‘centing these cells, which are themselve an exhibit, the-entire second -‘

floor is now used for disulay purposes

-‘ ‘ The attic or third floor consi5’of a single; unpartitiqned finished’--
room which runs the full length of the huildingand was probably used for.."
storage. In the ceLlar,,within the west -chimney foundation, are a ‘fire--H
place and several ovens-_one being a beehive oven; this cellar does not".,
appear to have been partitioned excCpt for the fieldstone wail nCeded to’,’-’H.,..,
support the cells in the southeast corner above it.’ ‘‘ , ** - ‘ - -‘

- See Continuation’Sheet3. -:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - - - - ‘ -- ‘ -

-
- The building- now occupied by the Bristol Historical and Preservatj-

-son Society lies within the heart of the historic center of Bristol on a -

narrow lane Court Street which runs from Hope Street toHigh Street, -

two important and old thoroughfares. Facing the-head of Cou Street on
Z the Town Common is the Bristol County Courthouse, a Federal-period build- -

o ing erected in 1817 and now entered on the National Register. Also with-in half-a-block of the old Bristol County-Jail is the -former Bristol Post’
I-

- Office and Customs house designed by Ammi B., Young in 1857, now ‘owned byH- -

‘ the local Y. N. C A; and also entered on the Nati]onaliiegister. TheU
- former jail is. important to’ its ‘immediate neighborhood and makes a’ .sig:’"nificant

contribution to the total environment: it is an unusual build-H
ing-ty’oe in basically unaltered condition and no-i is accessible to the

H general public. -One of a limited number of extant Bristol structui’es -c:
structed of ‘granite rubble and not ‘stuccoed,’--the characterofits wails
s an outstanding feature.

-, - In 1936, the Bristol Historical Society was formed ‘and the’ first’",’
- official meeting held in December, at the Bristol County Courthouse.,
In 1952, the first floor of the Rogers Free:Library building was pro- -

cured as a permanentmeetino_place, but this building burned in July,
1957, causing damage to the society’s possesCions and ‘papers. ‘ Not long’’’,-’ -

afterwards the old Eristol County Jail was vacated, and the. society was ‘--

able to obtain from the State of Rhode Island a twenty-yea±’ lease of. - ---

the building and grounds The first meeting there was held en Nay 3,
1959, and subsequently help towards restoration and adaptation was given’’-
by many interested citizens--especially Norman’Herreshoff, rtiember of a,,: -,

family long rooted in the ca’nmunity

The ‘organization which, is now called the- Bristol Historical and - ‘ - -

Preseryation ‘Society has had’ to make‘functiqnal alterations and repairs - .
- -: -to its building, including the creation of a meeting-room, a referehc’e : -- --

library etc The ‘society is now-interested in restoring thebuilding’ to’ --

its original appearance afar as is:feasible. - Project’s proposed in-’"
dude restoration of the Greek Revival front, entrance with sidelights’ and - -

transom; replacement of all sash to the twelve-over-eight and twelve7
over-twelve original patterns; removal of n added brick-chimney at the
rear; repointing of stonework; and , finally; restoration of the fireplace
and brick ovens in the basement

See Continuation Sheet 3.
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7. ,- Descrintion. - - . - , ‘ ‘: . - - - ,

Constructed of massive cut-granite blocks, the 1859 rear addition
has barred windows a full two stories in heitht. Within its space ane-cn
tamed two galleries of cells, five on each level. The cells on the upper
level ‘are reached by a cast-iron stair.. Access ,here from the 1828 jail -

was gained’hy a solid steel door hung in the common’wall joining older
and newer stnactures. -and ther’e.is an outside door in the new-wing’s west
wall. - H , ‘ - - - ---.-. - ,--‘ -, - - - .-

- --

8. Significance. - - - , - -
-,‘

‘: - ‘ - . - - ‘‘ .
,- , , - - -

flnc.’iiisc of the architectural quality of thin odifico and its import-
ancu Lo its environment; becauseit is an unsual building-typo in basic-
ally unaltered condition; and because it today serves an organization - - : ‘ -

whose goals are to preserve--through its -exhibits--elements from the pst; , - - --

to foster education and research through’its historical lihran and to.
encourage the restoration of local histotic properties by :malcing individu- - - - "‘‘ -

- al owners and the general public aware, of what surrounds them, ‘ one advo-: ‘ "

oates the forwer Bristol County nil and the present Bristol Historical
anc Preservation Society as worthy of National Rep.ister status and pro
tection

I

- tl_

I I
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-,

GPO 921 724

-t ,,-,-,--- -‘_‘-,,i-.-’-.---’._,’-,ir’---, - -‘,-,-,,,,‘,-,,------ "‘‘I’ +‘‘‘‘"‘I’’’’’.’.



t

JOR

Almy, Alice B., ed.: Excerts.fi’orn an unpublished paper In the Bristol
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NE ° -, ,

I
‘- 0,:. - - :- - ‘- ‘ - - -: ;, -

SE ° 0
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ORGANIZATION - - , , , - DATE’, -

Rhode Island Historical Preservation-Commission - , - ‘‘ - March 10, 1973
STREET AND NUMOERI - ‘ - : - - - - - - 1 -: -

John Bra-in House, 52 Power Street-* , ‘ - ‘ ,
-, , -

CFTY CIt TOWN: - ‘ --

Providence ‘ - -‘ ‘ -

STATE - , - - ‘ CODE

Rhode Island, 02c06 - ‘ ‘ lit4:
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the dess1nated St tc I saisen Officer for the Na
- - - - , - - ‘tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public I,,aw

S9 665 1 hereby nomsnatc this property for inclusion

in the Nationni Ret,ister and certify that it has been

evaluntcd nccoras-tg to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Pork Service The recommended
- -‘‘ -, ‘

, ‘: - . ‘ ‘, - -,

level of significance of this nomination is

National C State Local C
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Name ‘ - - ‘- -

- ‘ ‘

Title , - ‘‘ - -- -

- - - ‘ - ‘: , - ,

Date ‘ -‘ - -‘ - -‘- - ‘- -

,l hereby ‘certify that this property is included in the - -:
- - ‘ - - , ,-. -

National Register

- - - ‘ - , - - ‘ -

Chief, Office of Archeology and H,steric’Preservatzon

Date’ -- , - -I -, - -

- - , ,.‘-.‘‘-‘ ‘ - -

ATTEST-S, - - -- , - -‘-H - -: - - -

- - -
- -: -- - - ‘ - - - - .- -‘ -
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Date : -H- ‘- -
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AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Ae.Ign.d by NPS

-‘i’:;c1. Fistorical and Bristol County Jail
::‘viofl Society

2.. OCATION
t.ATL COUNTY TOWN

icd Island Bristol Bristol
S1REET AND NUMBER

Court Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
P4OTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

4. DENTIFICATION
OECRIBE VIEW, QIRECTION. ETC.

First- and second-floor plans of the jail, drawn by L0mbard John Pozzi, 1973.

GPO 9 3 2.009
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6/72

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PI-IOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE A..Ined bYNPS I

risto1 Historical and Bristol County Jail
PreservationSociety

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Pristol Bristol
STREET AND NUMBER

h8 Court Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED ATRhode Island

E1izaeth S. Warren March, 1973 Historical Presrvation Corn-
missions John rown House,

4. IDENTIFICATION 2, Power Street, Proidence,
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, C.

. Rhode Island, 02906

Exterior viewd from the nort1west.

-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

CM ¶0.301 A

L

CC

:to1 Historical and
‘cscrvatiOfl Society

lAND/OR HISTORIC

I Bristol County Jail
NUMERIC CODE Aaalgned by NPS

2. L. OCATION
STAVE

Thode Island
COUNTY

Bristol
ITOWN

Bristol

5T.T AND NUMBER

8 Court Street

3. PKOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

E1izaeth S. Warren

4. IDENTIFICATION

IOAT

Mardi, 1973
INEGATIV FILED AlRhode IslandIHistorical Preservation CoTr-
I mis.cion, John Brown House,
2 Power Street, Providence,
Rhode Island, 02906DESCRIBE VIEW, DIREcTION, ETC.

Detail of fire1ace wall in front parlour northwe$t chamber of first floor.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

FORM 10.301 A
5/72

1. NAME
COMMON

Bristol Historical and
PreservationSociety

AND/OR HISTORIC

Bristol Cunty Jail
NUMERIC CODE Aselaned by NPS

2. LOCATION -

,STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Bristol
TOWN

Bristol
STREET AND NUMDER

j8 Court Street . , .

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Elizabeth S. Warren

DATE

March, 1973
NEGATIVE FILED ATRhode island
Historical Preseravtion Corn

John Brcwn House,
4. IDENTIFICATION 2POWOr Street, Providence,
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. Rhode Island, 02906

Interior view if the i89 cell block, showing planked corridor, original iron

railing and tall windows -and looking south.

GPO 932.009


